
The Last Resort


Have you ever noticed the things we're willing to do before we go to God? Take for example; you get a headache, what do you do first? Most of us run for the pain reliever...first. Very few of us first pray and use the pain reliever as a second option if prayer didn't work. I know I'm guilty of that. And the ironic thing about that, I watch people get healed every week through prayer...not pills. So how come we as believers do this? 

I think part of the reason is we're not sure it will work for us;  at least when we pray over ourselves for something needed. Oh, most of are willing to trust God to heal us when some great minister of the Gospel comes along. But if we're left to fend for ourselves, (i.e. pray for ourselves) then that's another story. 

For most of us we've adapted the doctrine “we'll go to God for something later rather than sooner.” He's usually not the first choice...even for most of us ministers. We'll run to an advisor, go to the specialist, seek out an expert, hire a consultant...keeping God in the wings to be contacted as a last resort. 

I think the reason many of us are constantly going around the same mountain is because God has become our "when all else fails" resource. We no longer put him first and all the other entities last. But what if?

Recently I had to have a surgery to have "stents" placed in the arteries to my heart. I thank God that He sent me to the top doctor in Philadelphia to perform the procedure. But weeks later I was in my personal study time when I thought, "What did the believers do two thousand years ago when they got sick. I'm sure they had their handed down remedies, but they didn't have the advanced medical machines, procedures and instruments we have today. So what did they do?”

They had to trust God...and God's servants. How many times do we read in Scripture what Peter did for the sick, how Paul healed many, as well as the other disciples? And that's not even mentioning what Jesus did here on earth;  and...He did it as a man...not as part of the creator himself. 

Philippians 2:5-7 KJV. "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: [6] Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: [7] But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:"

As believers, and especially ministers of His Gospel, we face many trials, tribulations, and testing. For most of us, we've developed a response for each one of these. Whether we define them as attacks from the enemy, breakdowns of body, soul or spirit, or accept it just as part of life here on earth, we respond according to our faith. Whatever our faith is in, we'll respond in that direction. 

If our faith is in doctors, lawyers, accountants, counsellors, friends, pastors, whatever, that's the first direction we'll head. A pain in our knee gets the response of a doctor's visit. We reach the end of our rope, feel we can't go on...the response is see a counselor, unload on a family member or friend. These are the conditioned responses we've developed over our lifetime. The question is, are they the best responses?

What if we went to God first before we used these other resources? What it we reconditioned our "response mechanism" to stop and listen to what God might say before we ran to one of these other resources? Could it change the way we live?

When we face things that are troubling, frustrating, and even overwhelming, our first tendency is seek out a trusted resource; perhaps one we used before…over and over again. Maybe it's an aspirin for the headache, a counselor for the anxiety we're feeling, or whatever other area that may trouble you. It has become habit. Experience this...do that! Feel this way...respond that way. 

I think what most of us are afraid of regarding asking God first, He might tell us to do something different, even contrary, to what we've always done. Perhaps He'll tell us to pray instead of taking the aspirin. What if He tells us, "Trust me...and see if I won't handle it for you." What will we do then?

[bookmark: _GoBack]We'll never know until we try. Asking God first doesn't necessarily mean He still won't allow us to take the aspirin, see the counselor, or talk to a friend. He may allow us to do it all, but He just wanted to be part of the decision making process. Then again, He may tell us to pray, stand, trust, read His promises...or a host of other things. Whatever it is...IT WILL WORK! It will work not as a last resource but as a first response. And isn't that what He's always wanted in our lives from the beginning?

